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Prepress Tasks

traditional vs. digital

Prepressis the process of taking a document from an idea
to afinal product. It involves design including type and
images, preparing files for output, proofing, revisions,
and then finally printing the final publication.

For many of us who might never have worked in
publishing prior to the advent of desktop publishing,
digital prepress may be the only type of prepress we know
or understand. But before PageM aker and laser printers
there was awhole other industry (and alot more people)
involved in getting a book or a brochure published.

To help understand the differences and similaritiesin the
two processes, hereis abrief rundown and comparison of
conventional or traditional and digital prepresstasks. You
may immediately notice how many different jobs the
designer takes on now that desktop publishing software
has replaced (or substantially changed) the job of the
typesetter, paste-up professional, stripper, and others.
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for specific elements  |own thumbnail
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specifications. These rough comps

may use dummy
(greeked) text and
placehol der
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The typesetter The designer has
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Images are The designer may
photographed, take digital images
cropped, enlarged, or |or scan in images, do
reduced using cropping, scaling,
traditional photo enhancement
Images |photographic (including color

processes. FPO boxes |correction) in an
(for position only) are |image editor then
placed on the paste-up |place the actual
board whereimages  |digital imagesinto
should appear. the publication.

After text and FPO The designer places
boxesarein placeon |everythingin the
the paste-up boards publication from text
the pages are shot with |to images,

acamera, negatives  |rearranging as
made. The stripper necessary. File
takes these negatives |preparation involves
plusthe negativesof  |either preparing a
al images previoudly |digital file (insuring
acquired and sizedto  |that all digital fonts
fit the FPO boxes. The |and images are
stripper checks correct and supplied
everything then with the digital file
File Prep |assemblesit al into  |or embedded as
sheetsor flats. These |necessary) or

flats are then imposed |printing out a

-- arranged in the "camera-ready”

order in which they page. File prep may
are to be printed include imposition,
depending on how which can often be

they will be folded, done totally within
cut, and assembl ed. the software used to
The imposed pages are |create the

made into plates from |publication.

which the publication
Is printed onto paper
on the printing press.

A possibly Becauseit isso
time-consuming much easier to print
process where pages  |out interim copies or
are printed and proofs (to a desktop

carefully proofread for |printer, for instance)
errors. Fixing errors ~ [many, many errors
may involve making |can be caught in this
new negatives and way before the
carefully replacing the |publication gets to
"pbad" itemsin the the stage of making
Proofing [Original making sure | negatives, plates,
they line up perfectly. |and final prints.
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The new plates are
created and the pages
are printed again.
Errorscan creep in at
many stages as there
may be many different
people working with
individual elements of
the publication.

Paste-up to Film to The process may
Flats for imposition (if [remain the same or
required) to Platesto |similar (Laser
Printing. Output to Film to
Plates) but other
Printing processes are
possible including
output directly to
film from the digital
file or directly from
digital fileto plate.

Learn more about prepress and printing through my
extensive collection of links devoted to topics such as
camera-ready artwork, collection & preflight, imposition,
and working with service bureaus.

Jacci Howard Bear
Y our Guide to Desktop Publishing
| CQ#10206585
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Prepressjobs decline, Desktop Publishing
ontherise

Increased use of computersin typesetting and
page layout will replace or force major
changes in many prepress jobs. The U.S.
Bureau of Labor Statistics projects declining
job opportunities for prepress workers,
typesetters, paste-up workers, film strippers,
and most other printing workers. But a
projected growth rate of 74% and 22,000 new
jobs for Desktop Publishing specialists puts
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